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Imazaike Lion Dance Preservation Society
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Besshohigashi Lion Dance Preservation Society
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Imazaike Lion Dance Preservation Society
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Nakashima Lion Dance Preservation Society
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On each day, 10:00~/14:00~ Performance on the south stage of Sannomaru Square, Himeji Castle.
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The origin of lion dancing in Japan is said to date back to the early 16th century, when
lion heads were made and danced in Ise Province to ward off famine and epidemics.

Lion dancing is performed in many areas of Himeji City, and it has become one of the

Shishimai

Lion Dance

local performing arts that is representative of the city.
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This year marks the 46th anniversary of the Society's founding. In addition to seven
traditional dances, in 2002, the Society introduced a new dance called "kejishimai"
in commemoration of the 1100th anniversary of Sugawara no Michizane by Mega-cho,
and currently performs eight types of dances as votive offerings.

[Date of autumn festival] 2nd Saturday and Sunday in October every year
[Location] Tsuda Tenmangu Shrine (912 Kamae, Shikama-ku, Himeji-shi)
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Besshohigashi Lion Dance Preservation Society
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Although Hiyoshi Shrine is a small shrine situated east of Himeji City, Besshohigashi
Shishimai Preservation Society performs a lion dance there in October. It is said to
be the origin of the kejishimai lion dance of Banshu, and although it may be small, you
will enjoy this lion dance that is rich in history and tradition.

[Date of autumn festival] 2nd Saturday and Sunday in October every year
[Location] Hiyoshi Shrine (687 Bessho, Bessho-cho, Himeji-shi)
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Traditional Culture of Himeji City

Important Intangible Folk Cultural
Assets designated by Hyogo
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The festivals of Banshu are famous for “shishimai” (lion dances) . Among these,
besshonishi shishimai is the origin of lion dances, from which lion dances were
introduced to all parts of Banshu. The dance is dedicated to the guardian deity of
Hiyoshi Shrine in hopes for a good harvest and the prosperity of descendants.
[Date of autumn festival] 2nd Saturday and Sunday in October every year
[Location] Hiyoshi Shrine (687 Bessho, Bessho-cho, Himeji-shi)
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Nakashima Lion Dance Preservation Society
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Nakashima Shishimai Preservation Society's lion dance is said to have been dedicated
to Nakashima Tenmangu Shrine around 1861. The Nakashima Lion Dance is performed
as a manifestation of all four seasons - spring, summer, autumn and winter.

[Date of autumn festival] 2nd Saturday and Sunday in October every year
Location : Nakashima Tenmangu Shrine (412 Nakashima, Shikama-ku, Himeji-shi)

Important Intangible Folk Cultural
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